METHOD 


Concerning the 


Relief and Employment 
Of the 


POOR: 


_ ably Offer'd to the Confidera- 
 jonof the KING and both Hou- 
pn of PARLIAMENT in the 
following Tra&t, (taken out of 
Sir Joſtah Childs Book , Intitled 
ADeiſcourſe aboutTrad:) By a well- 
wither of his Country. 


I the Diſcourſe of this SubjeR, I ſhall firſt 

aſſert ſome Particulars, which I think 

are agreed by common Conſent, and 

_ thence take occaſion to proceed to what 
Ie doubtful. 

. *'hatour Poor in England have always been 

a molt fad and wretched condition, ſome 
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Famiſhed for want of Bread, others ftarve Fi 
with Cold and Nakedneſs, and many.w [1 þ 
Families in all the out Parts of Cities and/ | (. 
great Towns, commonly, remain in a languis/ | F 
ſhing, naſty and uſeleſs Condition, Uncome | es 
fortable to themſelves, and unprofitable te | 
the Kingdom, this is confeliedand lamentes | 
by all Men. WE li 

2. That the Children of our Poor bred up b " 


in Beggery and Lazineſs, do by that means be. | þ 
come not only of unhealthy Bodies, and more + 
then Ordinary ſubje& to many loathſome Difſ- 
eaſes, whereof very many die in their tender. . 
Age. and ifany of them do arrive to years: 
and ſtrength, they are, by their idle habits 
contracted in their Youth, rendred for ever 
after indiſpoſed to Labour, and ſerve only to i 
' ſtock the Kingdom with Thieves and Beggars.” | 

3. That it all our impotent Poor were 
Provided for, and thoſe of both Sexes, and all 
Ages that can do Work of any kind, employ- 
ed, it would redound ſome Hundreds of 
Thouſands of Pounds per An#num to the pube 
lick Advantage. - . | 

4. That it is our Duty $0 GOD and Nature 
ſo to Provide for, and Efiploy the Poor. _. 

5. That by ſo doing one of the great Sing/ 
(for which this Land ought to Mourn) would? . 
be removed, SUS _S 

6. That our fore-Fathers had pious Inten- the 
tions towards this gooa Work, as appears by 1, _— 
the many Statutes made by them to this pur-= =, uh 
Pole. 7. 10t | += 
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. 7. That there ate Pics in the WW 
herein the Poor are ſo provided for, and em- 
ployed, asin Holland, Hamborouch, New-En- 
gland and others, and asI am informed now in 
the City of Pares. Fra | 
Thus far we all agree: The firſt Queſti- 
on then that naturally occurs is, | 
Queſtion, How comes it to paſs that in En- 
Sland we do not, nor ever did comfortably Main- 
\tain and Employ eur Poor ? | 
' The common Anſwers to this Queſtion are; 
two. ee 
I. That our Laws to this purpoſe are as good 
as any in the World, but we fail in the execution. 
2. That formerly sn the days of our Pious An- 
ceſtors the work was done, but now Charity is de- 
ceaſed, and that is the reaſon we ſte the Poor ſo 
neplefied as now they are. | | 
In both which Anſwers(l humbly conceive) 
the Effet is miftaken for the Cauſe: For 
though 1t cannot be denied, but there hath 
been, andisa great failure in the Execution 
of thoſe Sratutes which relate to the Poor; yet 
Ifay, the Cayſe of that failure, hath been occaſio< 
ned by defett of the Laws themſelves 
_ For otherwiſe, what is the reaſon that in 
our late times of the Confuſion and Alterati- 
on, wherein almoſt every Party in the Nati- 
on, at one time or other, . took theirturn at 
the Helm; and all had that Cempals ( thoſe. 
Laws) to Stear by; and yet none of them 
could; or Ever did , condu&t the Poor ne. 
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hour of ſecurity to.them, and profit to the 
Kingdom,, 1 &. none ſuffcien ly maintained the/ 
Imp:ent, ana :mplo.ed the [1digert among ſt us *| 
And if this was never done in any Age,nor by\ 
any fort of Men, whatſoever in this Kengdom,, 
who had the uſe of thoſe Laws now in force, ,/ 
it ſeems to mea very ltrong Argument that 
it never could, nor ever will be done by thoſe} 
Laws, and that conſequently the defedt lies in 
the Laws themſeives, not in the Men, x. e, 
Thoſe that ſhould put them in Execution 
As to the ſecond Anſwer to the aforeſaid' 
Queſtion, wherein want of Cha: ity is aſſigned 
for another cauſe why the Per are now fo 
much neglected, I think it 1s a ſcandalans ue 
grounded accuſation of our Contemporarics; for 
moſt that Iconverſe with arenot ſomuch trou- 
bled to part with their Money.as how to place 
1t, that it may do good, and not hurt to 
the Kingdom - For, /f they give to the Beggars 
in the Streets, or at tieir Deors, they fear they 
22ay do kurt by encouraging that Lazy ar — 4 
table kind of Life; and f !vey give more then 
their Properiiens mw their reſpe&ve Pariſhes, that 
(they ſay) is but giving to the Rich, for the Poor 
are not ſet on Work thereby, nor have the 
more given them ; but only their Rich Neigh- 
bours pay the leſs. And for what was gi- 
ven in Churches to the Viſited Poor, and to fuch 
3s were impoveriſh'd by the Fire; we have 
heard of ſo many and great Abuſes of that 
kind of Charicy, that moſt men are _—_ 
ia 
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I write not this to divert any Man from 
Works of Charity of any kind : #&e that gives 
20 anyin Want does well, but he tha: gives to Eme 
ploy and Educate the Pur, ſo as to rend:r them 
Hſeful 10 tve Kingdoms, in my judgement does bet= 
F140 

And here by the way, not to leave men at 
Aloſs how to diſpoſe of what GO!) ſhall in- 
Cline their Hearts to give for the Benefit of 
the Poor, | think it not impertinent ro pro- 
poſe the Hoſp:ta's of the Ciry. and Poor Laboa= 
ring Pe- ple that have many Children, and make 2 
hard ſhift to ſuſtain them by their Induſtry, 
whereof there are multitudes in the our 
Parts of this City, 4s the beft Objetts of Chari- 
ty at preſert. | 

But to return to my purpoſe, viz. to 
prove that the want of Ch -rity likewiſe that 
is now, and always hath been in relation to 
the Po»,, proceed: from a defe& jn our Lamns. 
Ask any Charitable minded Man, as he goes 
along the Streets of London, viewing the Poor, 
viz, Boyes, Giles, 1en and Women of all Ages, 
and many in good Heaith, Fc. why heand 
others do not take care for the ſetting thoſe 
or Creatures to Work ? Will he not rea- 
dily anſwer, that he wiſheth heartily ir could 
be done, though it coſt him ſome part of his 
Eitate, bur he is but one Man. and can fo no= 
thing towards it, giving Them Mony, as w_ 
en 


(6) 
been ſaid, being but to bring them into a li- 
king, and continuance in that way. 

The ſecond Queltion then 1s, | 

Queſtion 2. Wherem lyes the defeft of our 
preſent Laws relating to the Poor ? 

Il anſwer, that there may be many, but I 
ſhall here take notice of one only, which I 
think to be Fundamental, and which until al- 

tered, the Poor in England can never be well 
_ provided for, or Employed; and that when 
the ſaid Fundamental Error is well amended, 
It is almoſt impoſſible they ſhould lack either 
Work or Maintainance. ' 

The ſaid radical Error I eſteem to be the lea- 
ving it to the Care of every Pariſh to maintain 
zheir own Poor only ; upon which follows the 


ſhifting off, ſending or whiping back the poor 


Wanderers to the Place of their Birth, or laſt 
Abode ; thePraftice whereof I have ſeen ma- 
ny Years in London, to ſignify as much as 
ever it will, which is juſt nothing of Good to 
the Kingdom in general, or the Poor thereof, 
though it be ſometimes by accident to ſome of 
them a Puniſhment without effect; 1 ſay 
withont effe&t, becauſe it reforms not the Par=- 
ty, nordiſpoſeth the minds of others to Obe- 
dience, Which are the true ends of all Puniſh- 
Gan i BT: -6-5:46geh 

As for inſtance, # voor idle Perſon, that will 
not Work, or that no Body will. employ in 
the Country, comes up to London, to ſet up the 
Trade of Bcyging, \nch a perſon probably may 
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Fog up and down the Streets ſeven Years,it 
may be ſeven and twenty, before any body as 
keth why ſhedoth fo , and if at length ſhe 
hath the ill hap in ſome Pariſh, to meet with 
a more Vigilant Beadle then one of twenty of 
them are, all he does is but to lead her the 
length of five or ſix Houſes into another Pa- 
Tiſh, and then concludes, as his 44afer- the 
Pariſhioners do, that he hath done the part of 
a moſt diligent Officer: But ſuppoſe he 
ſhould yet go further to the end of his Line, 
which is the end of the Law; and the perfect 
Execution of his Office ; that is, ſuppoſe he 
ſhould carry this poor wretch to a F#/tice of 
the Peace, and he ſhould order the Delinquent 
to be Whipr and ſent from Pariſh to Pariſh, to 
the place of her Bjrch or laſt Abode, which 
not one F#«/tic« of twenty ( through Pitty or 
other cauſe ) willdo;z even this is a great 
charge upon the Country, and yet the buli- 
neſs of the Nation it ſelf wholly undone : 
for no ſooner doth the Delinquznt arrive at the 
place aſſign?d, but for ſhame or Idleneſs, ſhe 
preſently deſerts it, and wanders directly 
back, or ſome other way, hoping for better 
Fartune,whilſt the Pariſh to which ſhe is ſent, 
knowing her a Lazy and perhaps a worſe 
qualitied perſon is as willing to be rid of her, 
as ſheis to be gone from thence. 

If it be h-re retorted upon me, that by my 
own confeſhon, much of this miſchief happens 
by the non, or ill Execution of the Laws, I 

lay, 


(8) 
ſay, better Execution then you have ſeen you. 
mult not expe& ; and there was never a good 
Law made that was not well executed, the fault 
of the Law cauſing a failure of exeention, it be=- 
ing natural toall men to uſe the remedy next 
at hand, and reſt ſatisfied with ſhifting the 
Evil from their own Doors ; which inregard 
they can ſo eaſily do, by threatning or thruſt- 
Ing a poor Body out of the verge of their own 
Pariſh, it is unreaſonable and vain to hope 
that ever it will be otherwiſe. 

For the Laws againſt Inmates, and empower- 
ing the Pariſhioners to take Security before 
they ſuffer any poor Perſon to inhabit a- 
mongſt them ; it may be they were prudent 
conſtitutions at the times they were made 
( and before England was a place of Trade) 
and may be ſo ſtill in ſome Countries, but I 
am ſure in Cities and great Towns of Trade they 
are altogether improper, and contrary to 
the Practice of other Cities and Trading Towns 
abroad, The Riches of a City, as of a Nati- 
on, conliſting in the multitude of 1ubabitants; 
and if ſo, you muſt allow Inmates, or have a Ciz 
zy of Cottages. And ifa' right courſe be ta- 
ken for the Suſtentation of the Poor, and ſet- 
ting them on Work, you need invent no 
Stratagems to keep them out, but rather to 
bring themin. For Thereſort of Poor to a Cie 
ty or Nation well managed, 1s in effe&t, the con 
flux of Riches tothat City or Nation ; and there- 
tore the ſubtil Datch receive, and relieve,or 

Si: 
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\ employ all that come to them, not enquis. 
ring what Natzon, much leſs what Pariſhthey: 
) are of. - 
., . Queſtion 3, The third Queſtion : If the de= 
| 1fett beinour Laws,how (haliwe find a remedy that 
ignay be rational and conſiſtent ? | 
This I confeſs is a hard and difficult que- 
Ttion, It 1s one: of the Ardua Repri, and may 
very well deſerve the moſt deliberate conſi- 
deration of our wiſeit Counſellors. . And if A. 
WHOLE SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 
WERE EMPLOYED ON THIS SINGU- 
LAR CONCERN, I think it would be time 
ſpent as much to the glory of GOD and good 
of this Nation, as in any thing that noble and 
worthy Patrjors of their Country can be en- 
gaged in: But ſeeing 1 have adventured 
thus far, 1 ſhall humbly proceed to offer 
ſome General Propoſals that have a tendency 
towards the effeCting this great Work, which 
being ſeriouſly thought of and debated by a 
COMMITTE,may be capable of ſuch meliora= 
tion as may render them in a great meaſure 
effe&tual to the Kingdom in general, although 
at preſent, to prevent that Common Obje- 
&ion, that great Mutations are dangerous z 
I ſhall only propoſe them to be experimen- 
ted in theſe parts of the Kingdom, whichare 
the Vitals of our body politick, which being 
once made ſound, the care of the reſt will 

' Not be difficult. 
Propoſition, 1. Firſt then I propoſe, That the 
2 Cty 


(10) | 
| City of London and Weſtminſter, Furrongh of 
Southwark, and all other places within the uſual 
Lines of Con.munication , deſcribed withio th 
weekly Bills of Mortality, may by Af of Parlul 
ament be aſſociated intoone Province or line of Com 
munication for relief of the Poor. 

2. That there he one Aſſembly of men 
(and ſuch as they ſhall from time to time ap- 
point and deputiſe ) entruſted with the care 
for, and treaſure of all the Poor within the 
aid Pale or Line of Communication. 

3. That the ſaid Aſſembly be incorporated by 
Aft of Parliament, with perpetual Succeſſion 
by the name of Fathers of the Poor, or ſomeo= 
ther honourable and ſignificant Title. 

4. That all Conſi ables, Church-wardens Over= | 
ſeers, or other Officers in all Pariſhe,, within the 
ſaid Line, be ſubordinate and accomprable to the 
faid Fathers of the Poor, and their Deputies for, | 
and in a'l things relating to the Poor. | 

5. That the ſaid Fathers of the poor may have 
liberty, to Aſſes and receive into their common 
Treaſury, for relief of their Poor, ſo much Mo 
neyfrom everyParyſh asthey yearly paid to that pur= 
Poſe any of the three Years preceeding this Cor ſtis 
tution, and to compel the Payment thereof), but not 
—_— 

6. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, and 


their Deputies, may have very large and ſuf-= 
ficient Power in all things relating to the 
Poor, and particularly to have and receive 
the charitable benevolence of all Perſons once 

n every 


| 
&; 
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\ every Sunday in every Pariſh-Church, and in 


any other place, and at any other time or 
times which they ſhall think fit. 
:.*.7. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, 'and 


ſuch as they ſhall authorize, may have Power 


"to purchaſe Lands, ere& and endow Work- 
houſes, Hoſpitals and Houſes of CorreCtion, 
and to exerciſe all-other Powers relating to 
the Poor, that any number of F»ftices of the 
Peace now may do, in their Quarter Seſſions or 
otherwiſe. | 

8. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have 

Power to ſend ſuch Poor beyond the Seas as they 


' ſhall think fit into his Mujeſtics Plantations, ta= 
' king Security for their comfortable MMaintainance 


' during their Service, and for their freedom af= 


S terwards. 
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' 9. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may have 


; Power #0 evett petty Banks «ud Lumbards for 
| the benefit of the Poor, if they ſhall find it 
' convenient, and alſo to receive the one halfof 


what is paid at all the Doors of Play- Houſes, 
and have the Patent for Farthings, and todo 
whatever elſe his Majefy and the Parliament 
ſhall think fit to recommend to them, or leave 
to their Diſcretion. 

10. That the Treaſure that ſhall be coll:fed for 
this purpoſe be accounted ſacred,and that it be Fel- 
lony to miſapply, conceal, lend 'or convert it: 
to any other uſe or purpoſe whatſoever. 

- 11. That there be uo Oaths, or other Telts 
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impoſed upon the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, at theis 
Aimiſſion, to ba» out Nonconformiſts, amongſt 
whom there will be found ſome excellent 
Inſtruments for this good Work, and fuch as 
will conſtantly attend it, for if they be 
kept out, the People will be cold in their 
Charity, and in their hopes of the ſucceſs. 
12. That the ſaid &arb.rs of the Poor may 
conſtantly wearſome honourableMeddal,ſuch 
as the King and ”ar/1ament ſhill deviſe, beſides 
the grcen Sraff which is now uſed in Londox 
to ſuch like purpoſe (bnt upon extraordinary 
dayes only ) to denote their Authority and Office, 
at all times, and in all places, after the man= 
ner of the Habits in 5pazr, or rather, as have 
all the Familiars of the Inquiſition in moſt 
Romiſh Countries, with admirable effe&, 
tho to a wicked purpoſe; the conſequence 
whereof will be, that the ſaid Fathers of the 
Porr, being Numerous, and diſperſt by their 
Habitations and Bulineſs into moſt parts of 
their Frovince, will readily ſee any negleas 
of Officers, and as eaſily redreſs them ; the 
A: dd il which they wear about them. beinga. 
ſufficient Warrant to command Obedience 
from all Pariſh Officers wherever they come, 
although their Perſons be not known there. 
13. That the ſaid Fu'bers of the Poor may 
have Liberty to admit into their Society and 
all Powers and Priviledges equal with them, any 
Perſons that are willing to ſerve G OD, 
their King and Conntry in this pi- 
ous 
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evs and pnblick Work, the Perſons deſiring 
to beſo admitted, paying at their admiſſion 
100 1, or more into the Poors Treaſury, as a 
demonſtration of the Sincerity of their In- 
tentions to labour in and cultivate this moſt 
Religious Vineyard. ÞT his I only offer be- 
cauſe the number of the ſaid Fathers of the 
Poor hereafter mentioned , may be thought 
rather too few then too many. 

14. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor, be- 
ſides the Authority now exerciſed by 7»/tices 
of the Peace,may have ſome leſs limitedPowers 
given them, in relation to the puniſhment of 
their own, and Pariſh Officers by pecuniary 
muldts for the Poors benefit in caſe of negle&t, 
&nd otherwiſe as bis Majeſty and the Parliament 
ſhall think fit. 

15. That the ſaid Fathers of the Poor may 
have freedom to ſet the Poor on Work about 
whatſoever Manufacture they think fit, with 
a Non obft ante to all Patents that have been or 
ſhall be granted to any private perſon or Per« 
ſons for the ſole ManufaQure of any Com= 
modity, the want of which priviledge, I have 
been told, was a prejudice to the Work-houſe 
at Clerkenwell, in the late deſign of ſetting 
their Poor Children abuut making of Harg: 
ings. 

16, Thatall Vacancies by reaſon of Death 
of any of the ſaid Fathers of the Poor be.perpe= 
tually ſupplyed by EleQion of the Survivors. 
Nueſt. 4. The fourth Queſtion is, who = 
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be the perſon: entruſted with ſo great aWork, and 
ſuch exceſs of Power? 

This is a Queſtion likewiſe of ſome difficul- 
ty. and the more in regard of our-preſent 
Differences in Religion, but I ſhall anſwer it 
as well as 1 can. 

In general I ſay, They muſt be ſuch as the peo 
ple muſt have anple ſatisfattion in, or elſe the 
who!e Deſign wil be loft : Forif the univerſa- 
lity of the people be not ſatisfied with the per- 
ſons, they will never part with their Money; 


bur if they be well ſatisfied therein, they will 


be miraculouſly charitable. 


_ ©:eft. $5. This begetsa fifth Queſtion, viz. 


Whar ſort of men the people mill be moſt ſatisfied 
in? 


I anſwer, I think in none. ſo well as ſuch only 


as acommon Hall of the Livery-men of London 


ſhall make choice of, it bezag evident by the 
experience of many Ages, that the ſeveral 
Corporations in London are the beſt Adminj- 
ftrators of what is leſt to charitable Uſes, 
that have ever been in this Kingdom, which 
is manifeſt in the regular, juſt and prudent 
management of the Hoſpitals of London, and 


was wiſely obſerved by Dotor-Cellet Dean of 


Sr. Pauls that prudent Eccleſiaſtick , when he 


left the Government of that School, and other 

great Revenues aſſigned by him for charita- 

ble Uſes, unto the diſpoſition of the Mer- 
eers Company. | | Ls 

Objet. But here it way be Objeted, That 

| Country 
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Conntry-Gentlemen, who have Power in places 
of their Reſidences, and pay out of their large 
Eſtates conſiderable ſums towards the Main- 
tenance of their Porr within the aforelimited 
precinats, may be juſtly Offended if they 
likewiſe have not a ſhare in the diſtribution 
of what ſhall be raiſed to that purpoſe. 
Anſw. 1 anſwer the force of this ObjeRti- 


| on may be much taken off if the Ciry be obli- 


ged to Chooſe but a certain number out of 
the Ciry, as ſuppoſe ſeventy for Loxdor, ten 


| out of Seuthwark for that Burrough, twenty for 


Weſtminſter, this would beſt fſatisfe the peo- 
ple, and I think do the Work : But if it be 


thought too much for the City to have the 


choice of any more then their own ſeventy, 
the Juſtices of the Peace in their Quarter-Seſſi- 


. 078 may nominate and appoint their own num- 


ber of perſons to aſliſt for their reſpe&ive 


Juriſdictions, and ſo to ſupply the vacancy 


in caſe of Death, &c. But all muſt be con- 
JunQive, but one Body Politick, or the work 


will never be done. 


Queſt. 6. The ſixth Queſtion is, What 


mill be the advantage to the Kingdom in general, 
' andto the poor in particular, that will accrue by 


ſuch a Society of men, more than is enjoyed by the 
Laws at preſent ? 

1 anſwer, Innumerable and unſpeakable are 
the Benefits to this Kingdom that will ariſe 
from the Conſultations and Debates of ſuch 


| awiſeand honeſt Connci/, who being men ſo 


elected 
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clefted as. aforefaid, will certainly conſcio. 
nably ſtudy and lahour to diſcharge their truſt 
in this Service of GOD, their. K1ng.and Cone 
aj: TID RE | 
w ſt, The Poor, of what quality foever, as 
ſoon as they are met with, will be immedi- 
atly relieved or ſet on Work:where they are 
found, without hurrying them from place 
ro place , 2nd torturing their Bodies to no 
Purpoſe. 

- 2. Charitable-minded men, will know cer- 
tainly where todiſpoſe of their Charity , ſo 
as it may be employed to right purpoſes. 

- 3, Hovuſe-keepers will be freed from the 
intolerable Incumbrance of Beggars at their 
Noors. hb 

4. The Plantations will be regularly ſup- 
Plyed with Servants, and thoſe that are ſent 
caither well provided for. 

5- The ſaid Aﬀembly will doubtleſs ap» 
point ſome of their own Members to vie 
and relieve ſuch as are Sick, as often as there 
Tall be occaſion, together with poor Laboy- 
Ting Families both in City and Suburbs. | 

6.. Pocr Children will be inſtructed wm © 
Learning and Arts, and thereby rendred ſer- 
viceable to their Country, and many other 
worthy Acts done for publick good by the 
Jjoint deliberation of ſo many prudent and 
pious Men , aſfliſted with ſuch a' Power and 
Purſe, more then can be fore-ſeen or expreſ- 
fed by aprivate Perſon. 

Queſt, 
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Oueſt: 7, The Ryenth Queſtion may be, 
What ſhall all the Poor of theſe Cities and Coun- 
eres, being. very numerous, be employed avout ! 

This queſtion will be anſwer*d beſt by the 
ſaid Aiſembly themſelves when they have met 
and conſulted tozether, who cannot be pre- 
ſumed deficient of Invention to ſet all the 
P:or on Work, eſpecially ſince they may ea- 
ſily have admirable Preſidents from the Pra- 
ctice of Holland in this particular, and have 
already very good ones of their own, inthe 
Orders of their Heſpitals of Chri/t-Churchand 
Briderell in London; the Girles may be em- 
ployed in mending the Clothes of the Azecd, 
in Spinning, Caraing, and other Linnen Hanu- 
fatures, and many in Sowing Linzen for the 
Excharge, or any Houſe-keeper that will put 
out Linnen to the Aatrons that have the Go» 
vernment of them. 

The Boys in picking Okam, making Pins, 
raſping Wood, making Hangings, or any other 
Hanufature of any kind, which whether it 
turns to preſent profit or not, is not much 
material, the great Buſineſs of the Nation be- 
ing firſt but to keep the Poor, from Begging 
and Starving, and enuring ſuch as are able to 
Labour and Diſcipline, that they may be 
hereafter uſeful Members to the Kingdom : 
But to conclude, I fay the wiſeſt Man living, 
foltarily cannot propoſe or imagine ſuch ex- 
cellent ways and methods as will be invented 
by the united Wifdom of ſo grave an Afſtmb!y. 
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The ſitting of the ſaid Aſſembly 1 humbly 
conceive, ought to be, De ate in Diem > the 

u9% 41; NOT more then thirteen ; whether 
Lcy ſhall Yearly, Monthly .or Weekly chooſe 
a Pr-ſident, how they {hall diſtribute them- 
ſelves into the ſeveral quarters of the Com- 
muni. ation, what 1re-ſurers and other Officers 
to employ, and where, and how many, will 
beſt be determined by themſelves , and that 
without difficulty, becauſe many that will 
probahly be Members of the ſaid Aſſembly, 
have already had large experience of the 
Governinent of the Hoſpitals of London: The 
manner of Eleciinn of the ſaid Fathers of the 
P or, | humbly ſuppoſe, cannot poſlibly be 
better contriv ed, thenafter the ſame way 
which the Exit India: Company chooſe their . 
Commutce, Which will prevent the Confuſion, 
Irregularity and Incertitude that may attend 
the Ele&ion of Voices, or. holding up of 
Hants; eſpecially becauſe the Perſons to be 
Eletcd at one time will be very many ; the 
{aid manner Propoſed is, every Eleftor, viz. 
every Livery-Man to bring to Guild: Hall at 
the 2ppointed day for Elections, a l iſt of the 
whole number of Perſons, ſuch as he thinks 
fit that are to be El: ted, and deliver the 
{:me openly unto ſuch Per ſons as the Lord 
Flavor, Aldern.cn, and Common=Council- Men 
ſhall appoint to make the Scrutiny; which 
Perſons ſoentruſted, with the ſaid Scrutiny, 
ſeyen,or ten days aftcr; as ſhall be thought fit, 
al 
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atanother Common Hall may declare whoare 
the Perſons Eleced by the Majority of Votes. 
If it be here Objecte.i to the whole pur- 
poſe of this Treatiſe, that this work may as 
well be done in diltintt Pariſhes, if all Pari- 


ſhes were obliged to Build Wore- H18/e;, and 


Employ their 2097 therein ; as Dorcheſter and 
ſome others have done with good ſucceſs. 

I anſwer, that ſuch attempts have been 
made in many places to my knowledge, with 
very good inteats and itrenuous Endeavours, 
bur all that ever heard of, proved vain &in- 
etectual(as | fear will that fc Clerkene Well )JeX= 
cept that ſinzle [altance of the Town of D r- . 
cheer, Which yet fignifies nothing in relation 
to the Kingdom 11 general »vehldes all other 
pla-es cannot do the lize, nor duth the Town 
of Dorche,ter entertain any but their own Poor * 
only, and Wat away all others; whereas that 


which :delign 15 to propole ſich aFoundation, 


as [hall ve large, wiſe. honeit and rich enough 


To maintain & « employ all29orthat come with- 


in the Pale of their Co. munication, Without 
enquiring where they wereBora,or lait Inha- 
biced; Which idareaihrm with Humility, 
that nothing bur a NVatio-a/, or at leaft ſuch a 
Provin: ial Purſe can fo well do, nor any per- 
ſons in this K-agaom, bur {uch only as ſhall he 
prickt out by Popular Election for the rea- 
ſon before alledged, v.z. That in my OQpts 
nion three fourths at leaſt of the Srock maſt if 
ſue trom the Char; y of the people; as 1 doubt 
B 2 not 
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(20) | 
not but it will to a greater proportion, if 
they be ſatisfied in the Managers thereof; But 
if 6therwiſe, not the fortieth z I Might ſay 
not the hundreth part. 

1 propoſe the Majority of the ſaid Fathers 
of the *Poor to be Citrzens (though 1 am none my 
{elf )becauſeT think a great ſhare of the Mo- 
ney to be employed, muſt and will come 
from them, if ever the Work be well done, 
as alſo, becauſe their Habitations are neareſt 
the Center of their Bulineſs, and they belt ac- 
quainted with all affairs of this Nature, by 
their Experience in the Government of the 
Hojpitals. TE 
_ Earneſtly to defireand endeayour that the 
Poor of England ſhould be better provided 
for and employed, is a Work that was mach 
ſtudied by my deceaſed Father, and therefore 
though 1 be as ready to confeſs, as any ſhall 
be to Charge me with Diſability to propoſe a 
AZoael of Laws for this great Aﬀair , yet I 
hope the more Ingenuous will pardon me for 
endeayouring to give aim towards it, ſince 
it is ſo much my duty, which inthis parti- 
cular I ſhall be careful to perform (Though T 
may be to9 remiſs in'others - as ſhall appear 

by ' MORE VISIBLE AND APPARENT 
DEMONS TRATIONS, it ever this d-frgn, 
or any ®ther ( that 1s like to effe& what is 
deiired ) ſucceed. Fe '- 
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This following, 

Sir MATTHEW HALE, 

L ite Lord Chief Ju- rn 


ſtice, Writ (w1th) my: h courſeTouching 
t rouviſion for 


more) ab: ut the Poor of the Poor. 
this Nation, VIZ. 


TE have very ſevere Laws againſt 
Theft, poſlibly more ſevere than moſt 
© other Nations, yea, and than the Offence 
* ſimply conlidered deſerves; and there is 
<« i Iittle to be ſaid in defence of the ſeve- 
«rity ofthe Law herein, bur the multitude 
« of the Offender s, and the deſign of the Law 
© rather to terrifie then puniſh : #" C45 78 
"* ores £65 in paueos: But it 1s moſt apparent 
« that the Law is fruſtrared of its- Deiign 
- therein 3 for altho more ſuffer at one Sefli- 

* ons At Newgatc for Stealing,and Breaking up 

© Houſes, and Picking of Pockets, and ſich 
© other Larcenaries, than ſuffer in ſome other 
<«© Countriesfor allOffences in threcYears, yet 
* the Goals are never the emptier: Neceſlity 
, and Povert: ani want of a dueFrovifon for 
*-the Employment of indigent perſons, and 

« thecuſtom of alooſe and ldle Life, daily 

” \ ſupply with advantage, the number of thoſe 
* -who are taken off by the Sentence of the 
Law: And outlet as the multitude of 
*© Poor and neceſſitous, and uneducated _ 
ONS 
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(22 ) 
& fons increaſe, the multitude of MalefaTors 
& vill increaſe, notwithitanding the Exam- 
& ples of S:verity. 
«59 that upon the whole account the Pru- 
& dence of Prevention, as ic is more Criſtian 
« {© it will be more effeQual than the Pru- 
& Jenceof Remedy. The prevention of Po- 
<« very, Idleneſs, and alooſe and diforierly 
« Equcation, even of Poor Children, would do 
& more good in this Ringdom, than all the 
© Gibbet- Caterizations, and W hipping Poſts 
& 2nd Goals in this Kinzdom, and would 
<« render theſe kind of Diſciplines Ic66 neceſ- 
& fairy and leſs f equent. rref. | 
* [n that State that things are, our Popu« 
& Joufneſs which ſhould be a bleſliag to the 
« King:lom, becomes the Burden of it, by 
& breeding up whole Families, and Snccesful 
« Generations, 1n a meer I rade of ldleneſs, 


_« Thieving,Begging,and a Barbarous kind of 


&« Life, which mult in time pr »digiouſly in- 
« creaſe and overgrow the whole face of the 
& Kinzdom, and eat out the heart of it, unleſs 
« care be taken to prevent It. p. 32. 
He Concludes his Book thus, viz. 

« That it would be a Work of great Hu- 
** manity ( to relieve and imploy the Poor. ) 
© and ſuch as we owe to thoſe of our own 
** Nature as we are men. The wiſe GOD 
**did tell his ancient People that the P-:r 


 *ſhould be alwaysamong then;1/. to exerciſe 


* their Liberality and Charity in ſupporting 
« the wants of ſome by the abundance of 0- 
thers 
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& thers. And 24 to Exerciſe their Diſcreti- 
©< onand Induſtry to think of and ſet on foot 
© ſuch means as might put them ina Courſe of 
* honeſt Impl- yment, and encourage them in 
© jt: They that are Rich are Stewards of their 
« Wea'th,and they that are wiſe are Stewards 
«of their Wiſdom unto the Grear MASTER 
- &« of the Family of Heaven & Earth to whom 
<« they mult give an account of both, and one 
(I am ſure : of the beſt accounts they can give 
© of both 1s, to imploy them in tle Refor- 

« mation and Relief of thoſe that want both 

« or either. > 

& 2. A work that as well becomes a Chriſti- 
© anas any: Chriftianity commending Charity 
** as one of the Frincipal Vertues, and indeed 
{© the ill Proviſion for the /'007 in England is one 
& of the greateſt Reproaches tous in relation 
© to our Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

© The want of adue Proviſion for Educati- 
 **0n and Relief of the ' or in the way of In- 
< qduſtry,is that which fills the Goals with 414- 
_ ** lefafors, and fills the Kingdom with 14le and 
* unprofitable perſons, that conſumes the 
* Stock of the Kingdom without improving itz 
* and that will daily encreaſe even to a De- 
*ſolation in time. And this Error in the firſt 
*<ConcoQtion is never remediable but by Gib- 
* bits and Whipping.But there muſt bea ſonnd 
p: Prudent and reſolved Method for an Indu- 
bs ſtrious Education of the Poor, and that will 

* give better remedy againſt theſe Corrups- 

© tions than any Penalties can. 
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